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NEWS RELEASE  

December 19, 2011
Media contact:  Stephen Kent, skent@kentcom.com, 914-589-5988

Roger Wall, chairman of the Catskill Heritage Alliance, made the following statement today in response to the recent recommendation from the New York State Spending and Government Efficiency (SAGE) Commission that management of the Belleayre Mountain Ski Center be taken over by the Olympic Regional Development Authority (ORDA):  

The SAGE Commission's rationale for moving the Belleayre Mountain Ski Center to ORDA, outlined in its December 15 presentation, makes no sense. ORDA historically requires state and local subsidies each year to continue operation. The Catskill Heritage Alliance, therefore, calls on the SAGE Commission to make public its financial analysis of how ORDA will make Belleayre self-sustaining and not require government subsidy, as ORDA historically does.

The SAGE presentation asserts DEC management “restricts [Belleayre’s] flexibility and responsiveness to market needs,” but we don’t agree, and published an independent study with data showing the contrary in June 2011.  As a state-run ski area, Belleayre's 'market' is the citizens who pay taxes (and buy day passes) to support a ski center that offers affordable skiing in the Forest Preserve, and DEC management has served it well.

We fear that switching to ORDA management may be less about efficiency, and more of a gambit to channel public money and bonding authority to enable construction of the Belleayre Resort, which CHA opposes as environmentally and economically destructive. For over a decade, a private developer, Crossroads Ventures, has sought permission to build this luxury resort beside the state-run Ski Center. In 2007, as an enticement to concentrate the development on the west side of Belleayre, the state proposed a plan that would connect the public ski center to the resort to allow ski-in, ski-out lodging. At the time, this proposal had a pricetag of upwards of $45 million. The expansion would primarily benefit the guests of the resort, not the taxpayers who would foot the bill.

With DEC looking at a reduced budget, it may no longer want to fund this connection. But ORDA, as a state authority, could. With its access to private credit markets and its power to issue bonds, it could do what state agencies are not structured to do. Ultimately, the public would hold the bag for borrowing or bonds. The ORDA takeover of Belleayre, in the end, becomes less about government efficiency and more about a way for a private developer to get a sweet deal from the state, with the taxpayers footing the bill.

The DEC is currently conducting an environmental review of the proposed Belleayre Resort, which includes review of the state Ski Center's unit management plan. If ORDA is going to takeover Belleayre, this change and ORDA's plans for Belleayre need to be scrutinized under this review. Under no circumstances should public money be spent on Ski Center expansions that primarily benefit a speculative real estate project.

NOTE TO EDITORS AND PRODUCERS:  Roger Wall is available for interviews on request by contacting Stephen Kent, skent@kentcom.com, 914-589-5988.

For previous CHA statements on proposed ORDA management of Belleayre, see http://www.catskillheritage.org/news.html  and this July, 2011 Albany Times-Union oped 
