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results, along with assumptions used regarding the plants' design and operations, are
provided in Appendix 22A.

D. Blasting

The use of blasting has consistently been used over several decades at the Belleayre
Mountain Ski Center without causing any significant adverse environmental impacts. It
is doubtful that most residents are even aware of the blasting which periodically occurs at
the Ski Center. Ski Center staff, including a licensed blaster, use blasting mats, and small
amounts of charge are used in the blast design. No dust or sound has been an issue by
this work. The area near the Ski Center is sparsely populated, and no complaints have
‘ever been received at the Ski Center in relation to blasting (Mr. Anthony Lanza,
Belleayre Mountain Ski Center, personal communication to H. Elmer, The LA Group,
March 1, 2001). Blasting at the Ski Center typically occurs about 8 to 10 times per
construction season (which consists chiefly of the summer months).

3.4.3 Mitigation Measures

No significant impacts to local air quality from project-related traffic or wood burning
fireplaces are anticipated, so no mitigation measures are necessary.

In order to mitigate potential impacts from fugitive dust, construction roads that are in
use will be watered using a water truck on an as-needed basis to control dust.

In order to mitigate potential impacts from blasting activities, shots will be designed to
minimize ground vibration and air blast. Also, blasting mats of suitable size and
material will be employed to dampen noise and contain blasted materials.

Appendix 22A provides a description of those mitigation measures to be employed to
reduce dust and air emissions form the proposed concrete batch plant and rock crushers.

3.5  Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology

3.5.1 Vegetation

A. Existing Conditions

Despite its large size and breadth of over 52 miles, the project site is almost completely
covered with a forest dominated by sugar maple, beech, hemlock, white ash and yellow
birch. Lands comprising the assemblage and the project site have been comprehensively
and repeatedly logged over the last century, including in recent years. There are a few
small developed areas where there are maintained lawns and gardens, and some open,
herb-dominated areas on stream floodplains. A map of the vegetation of the site is
presented in Figure 17, “Ecological Community Type — Western Property”, and Figure
18, “Ecological Community Type — Eastern Property.” This is based on the ecological
communities classification system of the New York Natural Heritage Program (Reschke,
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