PART 4 FIVE MILE STUDY AREA - ALTERNATIVE PROJECT PLAN

Section 5.2(A) of the SDEIS presents an alternative layout for Highmount Spa Resort. Under
this alternative, which is illustrated on SDEIS Figure 5-1, Alternative Master Plan, the upper 19
detached lodging units, the 5 detached lodging units along the upper access road, and the upper
portion of access road itself have been removed from the project. Under this plan the proposed
ski lift line from the Highmount Spa Hotel has been extended up to the top of old Highmount and
an observatory/warming hut is proposed near the top of the lift.

Under this alternative plan the preference for relocating the 24 detached units removed from the
upper part of Highmount would be to add a third floor to the detached lodging unit buildings at
Wildacres. The new third floor units would encompass, and be within, the footprint of the
detached lodging buildings. Parking for all units in the buildings, including these upper floor
units would be provided under the buildings.

In order to assess the visibility of this alternative, and in order to compare the visibility of the
alternative plan with the proposed plan, the models of the project development used to create the
simulations in Part 1 of this VIA were modified to reflect the removal of the upper detached
units and upper access road, along with the modified ski lift configuration and the addition of the
observatory/warming hut building.

The remainder of this Part 4 of the VIA is a series of graphics that show the models of the
alternative plan from the various viewpoints, along with paired graphics of simulation of the
proposed plan and the alternative plan. All Part 1 viewpoints were assessed with the exception
of VP-7 Cathedral Glen Trail which does not have any view towards Highmount.

The changes in the simulations from the various viewpoints under the alternative plan are as
expected — the upper units and upper access road are no longer in the view. The changes in the
views as compared to the proposed plan are not particularly different because of the relatively
small area and small buildings involved in the change. In the simulations of the proposed plan
view from viewpoint 7, the Balsam Lake Mountain fire tower, the only portion of the project
visible, albeit very small, is the upper portion of Highmount. Under the alternative plan, the
view from viewpoint 7 does not include any of the project. In some views from the northwest
such as viewpoint 2, Big Red Kill Road, the realigned ski lift is more visible due to a slight
change in its angle and because the clearing for the lift is wider. The lift is wider because the
extended upper section must also act as ski trail to provide connections to the other proposed ski
trails and to BMSC. The observatory/warming hut building is not visible in any of the
simulations of the alternative plan.

! http://www.apa.state.ny.us/Documents/Guidelines/Visual%20Analysis%20Methodology.swf

2 http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dcs/policy/visual2000. pdf
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